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[bookmark: _GoBack]Coalition Launches and Urges Elected Officials to Promote Equity and Accountability in L.A. Schools 
Survey of 100 Diverse Groups Finds Support for Policies that Ensure Quality Teaching, Local Control and Community Involvement


LOS ANGELES, April 11, 2013 – A new coalition of diverse Los Angeles organizations tomorrow will launch an effort to ensure that students’ needs are at the forefront of city and education policy. CLASS – Communities for Los Angeles Student Success – includes major civil rights, parent, and teacher organizations that believe all students deserve a high quality education and the opportunity for college and 21st century careers. The coalition’s members have long histories of activism in East L.A., South L.A., and other areas.

As adult agendas and special interests continue to interfere with progress on sensible education policy that equally serves all students, CLASS believes that parent, teachers, students and community members play a critical role in holding local officials accountable. To find out how Los Angeles feels about the direction in which its schools are heading, CLASS surveyed more than 100 of the most influential faith leaders, civil rights groups, elected officials, and teachers. 

The survey, “Pathways Forward: Leadership in LAUSD,” found that uplifting low-performing schools, ensuring quality teaching for all students, and providing adequate resources for all students are among the community’s most urgent priorities for its schools. Some of the survey’s highlights:

· 96.3% believe an evaluation system for teachers that includes diverse information – classroom observations, curriculum, parent and student input, and student growth on tests and other assessments – is critically important or important. 
· 94.5% believe that provide schools with more local (school-based) control of decision making WITH accountability for results is critically important or important. 
· 95.5% believe that increased federal and state funding for public education is critically important or important.

The survey also demonstrates clear alignment between the priorities of the community and LAUSD’s current priorities, under the leadership of Superintendent John Deasy.

“This is a critical moment for public education in Los Angeles,” said Ama Nyamekye, Executive Director of Educators 4 Excellence, Los Angeles, which represents approximately 2,000 educators. “We're about to elect a new mayor who will influence the direction of our schools. This survey is about giving the community a voice at the table where important education decisions are being made.”

CLASS is:
Alliance for a Better Community
Community Coalition
Educators 4 Excellence
Families in Schools
Inner City Struggle
Los Angeles Urban League
Teach Plus
United Way of Greater Los Angeles
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