Media Advisory for Thursday, June 20

Moving Forward with A-G for All: From the Perspective of LAUSD leaders

WHAT:

Community leaders and members of the Los Angeles Unified School District, including Supt. John Deasy and board members Mónica García and Steve Zimmer, will hold a roundtable discussion at the Palevsky Center at the California Community Foundation to discuss the district’s high school graduation implementation efforts.

The discussion is informed by a recent report by UCLA’s Institute for Democracy, Education, and Access and the Alliance for a Better Community. The Road Ahead: A Snapshot of A-G Implementation within the Los Angeles Unified School District provides information on LAUSD’s progress towards graduating students with successful completion of the A-G requirement. The report used 2010-11 data and found large discrepancies between the percentage of students who began as 9th graders in 2007 and graduated four years later (62 percent) and those who graduated with successful completion of A-G (19 percent).

Community groups, like Community Coalition, Families in Schools, InnerCity Struggle, Students for Education Reform, Teach Plus, Teachers for a New Unionism and Youth Policy Institute, will also be asking district officials for specific best strategies and transparency as the district moves forward with the A-G implementation plan.

WHO:

Panelists will include:

John Deasy

Superintendent, Los Angeles Unified

Steve Zimmer

Board Member, Los Angeles Unified

Marisa Saunders

Senior Research Associate, UCLA's Institute for Democracy, Education, and Access

Leslie Valmonte

Policy Director, Alliance for a Better Community

WHEN:

10 a.m. — 12 p.m., Thursday, June 20

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m.

WHERE:

California Community Foundation’s Palevsky Center

281 S. Figueroa St., Suite 100, Los Angeles, Calif.

BACKGROUND:

Eight years ago, Los Angeles Unified School District board passed a resolution requiring students to successfully complete a college-preparatory curriculum (known as A-G) to graduate. The new requirements start with the Class of 2016, or those students who just finished their freshman year in high school.

A-G is a series of college-preparatory courses California high school students must take in order to be eligible for admission into either a California State University or University of California campus. Each letter corresponds to a particular subject area. High school students are required to pass a minimum of 15 yearlong (or 30 semester) courses to meet eligibility criteria.

The report is available at www.ucla-idea.org/publications/the-road-ahead
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