
 
 	

	

 

20th Street Elementary Parents Union 
1427 E.23rd St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90011 
February 1, 2016 
 
Michelle King 
Superintendent 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
333 S Beaudry Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
Dear Superintendent King, 
 
We, the 20th Street Elementary Parents Union, believe that our school is failing to give 
our children the education they need and deserve.  We know this is true because for 
more than 15 years our school has failed to meet the state’s expected API score of 800, 
and according to the most recent 2015 CASSPP results over 75% of students are below 
grade level in English Language Arts and Mathematics. These results are alarming and 
concern us as parents.  

In response to these statistics and our own experiences at the school, we the 20th Street 
Elementary Parents Union, decided last year to collect petitions under the California 
Parent Empowerment Law. After the start of last year’s petition campaign, LAUSD 
leadership came to us and proposed their own school turnaround plan, and encouraged 
us to support their plan instead of submitting our Parent Empowerment petitions. After 
much negotiation, we agreed to work in good faith with the District and support their 
plan, and we discarded the petitions we had already collected representing a majority of 
families at the school. 

Unfortunately, the Plan that the District promised to implement at the beginning of this 
2015-2016 school year has not been faithfully implemented.  Among the important 
promises that have been broken are: 

• School turnaround leadership: Parents were promised that Tommy Welch, a 
principal with a strong track record in our community, would oversee the 
turnaround effort at 20th Street Elementary. When that didn’t work out, parents 
were then promised that Mr. Hugo Carlos, another principal with a strong track 
record in our community, would oversee the turnaround effort. Shortly after the 
start of the school year, the principal informed parents that now Mr. Hugo Carlos 
was removed from this assignment.  No further information has been provided. 

• School leadership: Parents were promised that a strong and experienced 
school leader would take over the school. Instead, the District gave us a first-year 
principal with no prior experience leading a school turnaround effort. Parents 
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were never allowed to interview principal candidates or be part of the process in 
any way.  

• Professional Development: We were promised that teachers would get 
professional development before the start of the 2015-2016 school year. This 
never happened. Parents were also promised ongoing professional development 
for teachers to help them improve. Neither the school nor the district has made 
any commitment to when this will actually start, despite our repeated requests for 
information. 

• School climate: Parents were promised a new and renewed school climate. 
Many parents still report feeling disrespected and unwelcomed at the school. At 
school meetings, the Principal and the District talk of upcoming events and 
activities, instead of focusing on the academic progress of students. 

• Sense of urgency: Parents were promised that the District would implement its 
plan with a sense of urgency and with the full buy-in of school staff. Instead, the 
District refused to even acknowledge that the plan was finalized until three 
months into the school year. 

Because of the broken promises and lack of any meaningful improvement at the school, 
we the Parents Union, are disappointed and have lost faith in the school District’s ability 
to effectively implement the Plan with the urgency that our children need.  We are now 
almost halfway through the school year and we have had been staying involved and 
asking hard questions of the school and the District.  It has become clear that right now, 
there is no plan to improve our school and implement the promises that were made to 
us.  Our children and their families have been silently waiting for far too long.  

When we put aside the petition and placed our trust in the District, we were hopeful that 
we would see a big change for our children. Unfortunately the District has not kept its 
promises to us and to our children.  

This year, in order to ensure that our children have access to a high quality public 
education soon rather than later, our Parents Union voted to circulate a second “Parent 
Empowerment” petition with the Restart Model as our selected option. This will give us 
the option to select a high quality public charter school that can transform 20th St. 
Elementary and meet our children’s needs.   

We are therefore submitting these petitions from parents representing 57% of the 
students at 20th Street Elementary School. We will be launching a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) process immediately as the first step to solicit and select a partner to run our 
school.  

The lead petitioners submitting these petitions are Guadalupe Aragon and Omar Calvillo 
and can be reached at (213) 493-1006 and (213) 359-2602 respectively. They will be 
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your point of contact for the 20th Street Elementary School Parents Union. To reach us 
by e-mail, please contact 20thstreetparentsunion@gmail.com. 

Our children deserve the best education and we, as parents, must work towards 
ensuring our school improves.   

 

Sincerely, 

Guadalupe Aragon, Coordinator  

Omar Calvillo, Secretary 

20th Street Elementary Parents Union  

 

 

	


